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Nick Speaks at Intercept Pharmaceuticals

Nic
k's 
Pic
ks 
is 
pro
ud 
to 
hav
e 
San 
Die
go-
bas
ed 
Hov
en 
Visi
on 
as a 
spo
nso
r 
and 
con
trib
utor 
to 
Nic
k's 
Pic
ks 
bac
kpa
cks. 
Wh
en 
Nic
k 
was 
in 
the 
hos
pita
l, he 
qui
ckly 
real
ized 
the 
valu
e of 
qua
lity 
sun
glas
ses 
whe
n 
goi
ng 
out
doo
rs 
afte
r 
bei
ng 
insi
de a 
hos
pita
l 
roo
m 
for 
sev
eral 
day
s. 
His 
eye
s 
wer
e 
not 
able 
to 
han
dle 
the 
brig
ht 
sun
shi
ne! 
Nic
k 
kne
w 
he 
had 
t 
add 
sun
glas
ses 
to 
his 
Nic
k's 
Pic
ks 
bac
kpa
cks. 

Nic
k 
rea
che
d 
out 
to 
Hov
en 
Visi
on 
bec
aus
e 
the
y 
not 
onl
y 
pro
vide 
sun
glas
ses 
at a 
gre
at 
pric
e 
poi
nt, 
but 
thei
r 
sun
glas
ses 
co
me 
in a 
vari
ety 
of 
gre
at 
styl
es. 
"It 
is 
imp
orta
nt 
to 
loo
k 
coo
l 
whe
n 
you 
leav
e 
you
r 
hos
pita
l 
roo
m," 
said 
Nic
k. 
Hov
en 
Visi
on 
ste
ppe
d 
up 
as a 
spo
nso
r 
and 
now 
plac
es 
sun
glas
ses 
in 
all 
of 
the 
Nic
k's 
Pic
ks 
bac
kba
cks.
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___
__

CENTERS WE SERVE

Nick's Picks is always growing. 
As of April 2017 we are serving 
14 pediatric hospitals and 
centers nationwide, including:

Lucile Packard Children's Hospital at 
Stanford, Palo Alto, CA

Ronald McDonald House Stanford, 
Palo Alto, CA

Children's Hospital of Orange 
County (CHOC), Orange, CA

Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh of 
UPMC, Pittsburgh, PA

Memorial Children's Hospital, 
South Bend, IN

The Brooklyn Hospital Center, 
Brooklyn, NY

Mattel Children's Hospital UCLA,
 Los Angeles, CA

Akron Children's Hospital, 
Akron, OH 

Rady Children's Hospital, 
San Diego, CA

Ronald McDonald House Charities, 
San Diego, CA

Kravis Children's Hospital at Mount 
Sinai, New York, NY

UF Health Shands Childrens 
Hospital, Gainesville, FL

Children's Hospital of Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles, CA

Cincinnati Children's Hospital, 
Cincinnati, OH

I had the opportunity to speak to over 150 
employees at Intercept Pharmaceuticals on 
Tuesday, February 28th. I was born with Biliary 
Atresia (BA), a pediatric liver disease, that 
required me to have my life-saving liver 
transplant in 2013. 

Intercept Pharmaceuticals is evaluating a 
therapy that could one day be delivered to 
patients with Biliary Atresia like me, to treat the 
liver disease and perhaps prevent transplant

I was honored to speak to the team at Intercept and tell my story. I feel lucky to have 
received my liver transplant, but it is very exciting to think that there could soon be a 
therapy that could treat BA in other kids. It was great to have the chance to tell the team 
at Intercept how appreciative I am of their efforts.

“Our biliary atresia team is working extremely hard to find a treatment for this rare 
disease and it always makes the job easier when we can make a direct connection with 
the patients we are trying to help,” Said Owens-Grillo.

“Nick is truly inspirational in his outlook on life and the fact that he has already become a 
leader in the community.  To be only 17 and have experienced all that he has and yet be 
a mentor and a founder of a charitable organization providing hope and inspiration to 
chronically ill children, their families, and those who have simply had the good fortune to 
meet Nick, is simply amazing.” - Janet Owens-Grillo

I was invited to speak by Janet Owens-Grillo, 
Ph.D., Principal Scientist at Intercept.  Intercept is 
focused on the development and 
commercialization of novel therapeutics to treat 
progressive non-viral liver diseases including 
biliary atresia. My mom spoke too, and explained 
what it was like to have a child with Biliary 
Atresia. My little buddy Trent was there too. Trent 
Boaz was also born with BA, but has not had a 
transplant. This treatment could potentially help 
him.

The team at Intercept is not only working hard to save lives, they are helping me provide 
backpacks for hospitalized kids across the country. They invited me back in March to 
present me with a generous contribution for Nick’s Picks.  Intercept and their 
WONDERFUL employees donated $7,500 to Nick’s Picks. This will provide 150 
backpacks!
I’d like to say a BIG “Thank You” to Intercept Pharmaceuticals for their hard work to find 
a treatment for Biliary Atresia, and for their generosity.




